
Good afternoon, and welcome to the presentation of the third annual Dr. Martin 

Luther King, Jr. Community Caregiver Award.  

 

 

My name is April Perry, and I am a clinical nurse educator for Duke HomeCare 

& Hospice.  I am pleased to join you here as we honor the life and legacy of Dr. 

Martin Luther King, Jr. 

 

 

The Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Community Caregiver Award honors employees 

who not only serve Duke Medicine but also extend their care to the community 

through volunteering.  

 

 

It was established in 2008 through the request of, and support by, Dr. William J. 

Fulkerson, executive vice president for Duke University Health System, who 

saw the value in honoring members of the Duke Medicine team who give of 

themselves to help our community.  

 

 

The award itself was developed by Duke University Hospital’s MLK 

Commemoration Planning Committee, and, thanks to Duke Medicine 

Leadership, the prize consists of a crystal award for the winner and a $5,000 

check to the organization for which he or she volunteers.   

 

Each year, we honor all the award nominees and celebrate the great work they 

are doing in the community. And then, at the end of the event, we will call to 

the stage the recipient of the designation as the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Community Caregiver Award Winner. 

 

One year ago yesterday, Dr. Fulkerson presented me with the 2010 award.  

Having worked at Duke for over 30 years, the significance of a monetary award-

especially one of $5000-is not lost on me.  I am exceedingly grateful to Duke 

Medicine for not only recognizing the work that people do outside of their day 

jobs but providing their organization with something that will actually allow 

that work to move forward through a financial award.  On behalf of Luke’s 

Mission, please accept again our heartfelt gratitude for this monetary award.     

 

After receiving the award last year, during my rather spontaneous acceptance 

speech, I shared my appreciation for being chosen to receive this prestigious 

honor for the work I was doing as head of Luke’s Mission, a nonprofit 

organization I established to support public health initiatives in Haiti.  

 

 



As I stood right here in this room, I told everyone gathered in the audience just 

how far $5,000 would go in helping people in a country as poor as Haiti.  $5000 

is a fortune in Haiti and would allow us to do so much in a country where the 

economy is literally dying, where nearly 90% of the country lives on less than $1 

per day.   

 

 

Only two short hours after our celebration of receiving the award on that same 

day, a massive earthquake stuck Haiti-an event which would come to be known 

as the worst natural disaster in modern history, killing 230,000 people, injuring 

millions, leaving nearly two million homeless and devastating the bones of a 

country that never had a strong infrastructure in the first place.   

 

We commemorated the anniversary of both receiving the award and the 

earthquake just yesterday.  In my email inbox yesterday I received 6 email 

letters from large organizations who work in Haiti-several of them you will 

recognize-Partners in Health, Project Medishare, Haitian Health Foundation 

and Dr. Dzau to name a few--all of them used this anniversary date as a time to 

reflect on what has happened over the last year in relation to their own work in 

Haiti.  The themes were all the same—to quote one it said--“Let’s not mince 

words here.  The conditions in Haiti now are grim”.   

 

Most people familiar with the situation in Haiti now will agree-Not much has 

happened to restore safe, decent living situations for the 1.5 million displaced 

people who lost their homes as a result of the earthquake.  The infrastructure 

rebuilding has not started and the political situation is in turmoil.  The 

government remains non functional.  There are recent concerns surrounding the 

presidential election which have led to violence and concerns with security of 

expatriates who are volunteering in Port au Prince.  Coincidentally, the nation is 

now ravaged with a cholera epidemic-an epidemic brought on only by the single 

fact that there is no state sponsored infrastructure which will provide clean 

water for most of the population.  Having just returned from spending a week 

treating patients in a Cholera Treatment Center in Cite Soleil, I can attest 

personally to the terrible toll that this disease takes on the human body and 

spirit.  Luke’s Mission’s household water filtration project-which most of the 

award money went to help support-has been successful in preventing cholera in 

the villages where we have distributed them.  But there are millions of others 

who have no access to ways to filter their water.   The situation is certainly grim.      

 

The theme for Duke’s 2011 University-wide celebration is Connect to the 

Dream.  For me, being named the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Community 

Caregiver Award winner on that fateful day last year has helped to bring an 

unprecedented focus to the work I had been doing in Haiti for more than a 



decade. Winning the award allowed me to connect my dream of helping the 

people of Haiti to others in a way nothing else had done to date.   

 

Just this week I received two emails from people who expressed this very thing 

in ways which moved me deeply.  

 

One wrote:   

“as the anniversary of that awful earthquake approaches, i find myself thinking 

of you and your work with Luke’s Mission.  I am so sorry that you lost your 

friends in this earthquake.  And i ache for the people of Haiti who are still 

suffering from the after effects of that quake.  I am so grateful that you have 

given me a clear and indelible picture of the country and the people that you so 

love.  Without your ministry, I would not have any real idea of the misery and 

needs of Haiti.  I know i am still very uneducated, but i want to thank you for 

the strength of your love and service to the Haitian people. 

 

And another wrote: 

 

“As one who watches these pictures on the TV again and again, I must admit I 

really go through a stage of sorrow at first, but then sadly forget. I am thankful 

for your God given mission to not let that happen with the Haitian people. You 

have given us all such meaningful insight to all that has happened, and all that 

continues to happen. Thank you for putting us there through your trips, blogs, 

and pictures. May we all remember the needs of this country.” 

 

Over the past year, I have felt the compulsion to try to use this award and the 

subsequent earthquake disaster to heighten the awareness of the situation in 

Haiti for people within my sphere of influence in a way that will be meaningful 

to the people of Haiti.  The earthquake and the receiving of this award have 

allowed me to connect my dream to many others over this past year—all of 

which have benefitted the Haitians.     

 

Helping people connect to my dream will help them connect to Dr. King’s 

dream of “hewing out of the mountain of despair a stone of hope.” Hope that, 

even amidst the rubble in Haiti, a nation of people who are financially poor but 

wealthy in spirit will endure and rise up from the ashes of the earthquake, 

thanks to people from all over the world joining together to help one another by 

connecting to make our seemingly impossible dreams …. realities.   
 

Finally and most importantly, I want to acknowledge that the source of both my 

own service to others and Dr. Kings comes not from who we are or were as 

individuals but because of our faith in God and His mandate that we, as His 

servants, care for the poor and those in need.   

 

 



As you hear the stories of the 2011 MLK Community Caregiver Nominees, I 

hope that it helps you connect to your own dreams. To see that all of us are just 

people trying to make a difference. I hope that those of you who are volunteers 

continue to help those in need wherever they are.  I hope that those who are 

considering being volunteers realize that you are needed, that your time, 

talents and skills are needed, and finally and most importantly, you come to 

understand better that one person truly can make a difference.  

 

If you doubt that, let me just remind you of this 

I am just one person.   

Luke’s Mission is a relatively small organization.   
 

But there are people in Haiti who are better off today than they were before, 

because of our desire to try to give of ourselves to make their lives better.  You 

can make a difference in this world of many needs.   
 


